Kindergarten 

Going Wild with Creature’s Features
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	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.)


	* Learning targets will be introduced on day two and beyond.
	Fine Motor
	Whole group
	Prompt the kids to think about what they know about animals and their features.
	After the Pre-assessment, gather the kids on the carpet and talk about what they know about animal features.
After the pre-assessment, place the animal puzzle in your block center area and encourage your kids to build puzzles.
	Pre-assessment

	Make an animal collage from magazines. 
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	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.)


	I can sort animals based on their coverings.


	Gross motor 
	Whole group 
	Book: Do Frogs Have Fur?
	Show the Animal Kingdom Poster. Discuss what the children notice about the animals on the poster. 
Use the green mat from the trunk with covering headings (fur, feathers, skin, and scales).
Next, place the mat in the middle of the floor. Read each heading to the children. Give each child a plastic animal and have them place it where it belongs under the correct heading. Discuss how the class sorted the animals. After the debrief, set out the photo library for exploration.
	Teacher Observation

	 Animal covering magazine sort 

	3
	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.)


	I can sort animals based on their features. 
	Gross motor
	Whole group 
	Book:
Giraffes Can’t Dance
	Show the Animal Kingdom Poster to the class. Discuss what the children notice about the animals on the poster. 

Use the yellow mat from the trunk with number of legs (0, 2, 3, and 4). Next, place the mat in the middle of the floor. Read the headings to the students. Next, give each child an animal and have them place it where it belongs under the correct heading of number of legs. Discuss how the class sorted the animals.

If you have more time, encourage the kids to sort the animals and tell you how they sorted them (encourage, size, coverings, appearance, etc.).
	Teacher Observation
	Animal features magazine sort 

	4

	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.) 
	I can draw and label animals that are covered in feathers.
I can write 2 sentences to inform about my animal. 
	Fine motor and listening
	Whole group
	Read book: Let’s Look at Animal Feathers
or any book that has animals with feathers featured
	Ask the children to tell you about animals that they think they know are covered in feathers. Record their answers on chart paper. Next, read the nonfiction book about animals covered in feathers. Notice how many legs animals with feathers have. 
Tell the kids that they will start a book to inform today. The book will have a picture of an animal and two sentences underneath that tell true facts about the animal they drew. After they are finished with their books, set out feathers from Nature Watch packet and magnifying glasses. Encourage children to observe the feathers with the magnifying glasses.  Finally, complete the project activity. 
	Begin Project: The kids will create an informational animal book with pictures and words. 
Draw an animal that is covered in feathers and then paste feathers over its body. Have the kids write two sentences under their picture. One sentence that tells the name and the covering of the animal and another sentence that tells how many legs the animal has. For example. A pelican has feathers. A pelican has two legs. 

	Write why you think that feathers are important to birds. Ask a family member why they think feathers are important for birds.  
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	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.)


	I can draw and label animals that are covered in fur. 
I can write 2 sentences to inform about my animal. 
	Fine motor and listening
	Whole group
	Read the non-fiction book: Animal Feathers and Fur
or any book that has animals with feathers and fur featured
	Ask the children to tell you about animals that they think they know are covered in fur. Record their answers on chart paper. Next, read the nonfiction book about animals covered in fur. Notice how many legs animals with fur normally have. After your discussion have the children complete the project activity in the next column. 
	Draw an animal that is covered in fur and then paste fur over the animal’s body.  Have the kids write two sentences under their picture. One sentence that tells the name and the covering of the animal and another sentence that tells how many legs the animal has. For example. A bear has fur. A bear has 4 legs. 


	Using the nonfiction books, make a small animal book that highlights animals covered in fur. For example, I see a raccoon, I see a zebra, etc.
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	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.)


	I can draw and label animals that are covered in scales. 

I can write 2 sentences to inform about my animal.
	Fine motor and listening
	Whole group
	Fiction book: Verdi
	Ask the children to tell you about animals that they think they know are covered in scales. Record their answers on chart paper. Next, read the fiction book about animals covered in scales. Notice how many legs animals with scales have. Do all animals with scales have 0 legs? Notice how these animals move and discuss the size of these types of animals. After your discussion, have your children complete the project activity. 
	Draw an animal that is covered in scales and then paste sequins over the animal’s body.  Have the kids write two sentences under their picture. One sentence that tells the name and the covering of the animal and another sentence that tells how many legs the animal has. For example. A snake has scales. A snake has zero legs. 


	Using the nonfiction books, make a small animal book that highlights animals covered in scales. For example, I see a snake, I see a fish, etc.
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	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.)


	I can draw and label animals that are covered in skin.

I can write 2 sentences to inform about my animal
	Fine motor and listening
	Whole group
	Book: Whose Skin is This?
	Ask the children to tell you about animals that they think they know are covered in skin. Record their answers on chart paper. Next, read the nonfiction book about animals covered in skin. Notice the features of animals covered in skin. Some have fins, some have legs like frogs. After the class discussion, have your students complete the project activity.  
	Draw an animal that is covered in skin and then paste provided gray tissue paper over the animal’s body.  Have the kids write two sentences under their picture. One sentence that tells the name and the covering of the animal and another sentence that tells about the animal’s features. For example. A dolphin has skin. A dolphin has one fin. 


	Using the nonfiction books, make a small animal book that highlights animals covered in skin. For example, I see a dolphin, I see a frog, etc.
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	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.)


	I can draw and label animals that have a shell as a covering.

I can write 2 sentences to inform about my animal
	Fine motor and listening
	Whole group
	Non-fiction book: What Lives in a Shell?
or any book that has animals with shells featured
	Ask the children to tell you about animals that they think they know have a shell for a covering. Record their answers on chart paper. Next, read the non-fiction book about animals with shells. Notice the features that the animals have a shell. Some have two legs and some have zero legs. Next pass around the turtle shell for the children to observe and feel. Finally, have the children complete the project activity.
	Draw an animal that has a shell as a covering. Use the coffee filters provided and color them to past over the body as the animal’s shell. Have the kids write two sentences under their picture. One sentence that tells the name and the covering of the animal and another sentence that tells about the animal’s features. For example. A turtle has a shell. A turtle has four legs.
	Using the nonfiction books, make a small animal book that highlights animals that have a shell as a covering. For example, I see a turtle, I see a crab, etc.

	9

	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.)


	I can choose my favorite animal and draw it including its covering and its features. 
	Gross motor skills
	Whole Group
	Set out various non-fiction animal books for the kids to look through. 
	Talk about the importance of a front cover of a book. Tell the kids that they have learned about all types of animals, their coverings, and their features. Let them know that today, they will create an animal book cover. Encourage them to look through the non-fiction books and choose their favorite animal to draw and label. Talk with the class about a good name for their animal book. 
	Finished animal book
	Use the internet to look up wild animals and pets. What is different and the same about the two types of animals? 
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	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.)


	I can tell you about animals, their coverings, and their features. 
	Reading, presenting, and listening
	Whole group or partners
	Display all books
	Tell the kids that they will be presenting their non-fiction books today. Have the children read their book to the class or read their book to a partner and then switch.
	Teacher Observation
	Share a true fact that you learned by listening to someone’s presentation with a  family member. 

	11
	SKL2. Students will compare the similarities and differences in groups of organisms.

a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, appearance, etc.)


	I can tell you about animals, their coverings, and their features. 
	Listening and fine motor
	Whole group
	Display all books
	Tell the kids that we are going to capture all their learning over the past nine days. Ask them to tell you their favorite thing they learned about animals. Write their reflections on chart paper. Afterwards, tell them that they are going to take an assessment that will document what they have learned. 
	Post-assessment
	Watch an animal documentary from National Geographic. 


